he arose like a splendid luminary dispelling darkness and confusion, and imparting light and security to the intercourse of nations.
I
n the second half of the seventeenth century Hugo Grotius was revered as one of the most highly esteemed intellectuals and scholars in Europe. As Noel Malcolm writes, his "intellectual and theological respectability . . . was so great that he achieved an almost talismanic status" among proponents of the law of nature. 2 In particular, not only was De Jure Belli ac Pacis "reprinted or translated fifty times between 1625 and 1758" 3 but, as Lord Blanesburgh remarked in a speech given at a banquet held to commemorate the tercentenary of its first edition, " [o] n publication it received all the honour that was possible."
4 That this was the case is certainly hinted at in a letter to Grotius from magistrate M. Bignon dated March 5, 1632:
I had almost forgot to thank you for your treatise "De Jure Belli" which is as well printed as the subject deserves it. I have been told, that a great king had it always in his hand; and I believe it is true, because a very great advantage must needs accrue from it, since that book shows, that there is reason and justice in a subject which is thought to consist only in confusion and injustice. Those who read it will learn the true maxims of the Christian policy, which are the solid foundations of all government. I have read it again with a wonderful pleasure.
Of course, the "great king" who always had a copy of De Jure Belli ac Pacis at hand was King Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden who, as legend has it, slept with a copy of the work under his pillow.
However, much of Grotius' immediate influence and indeed, many initial responses to his thought were concerned with his theological writings. In particular, his most important immediate influence was among the members of the Great Tew Circle. Established in England during the 1630s, the Great Tew Circle was a "group of young men who lived together in a kind of continuing seminar or reading party at the Oxfordshire house of Lucius Cary, 2nd Viscount of Falkland" and whose membership included a range of scholars including George Morley, Bishop of Winchester, Edward Clarendon, Henry Hammond, the esteemed "father of English biblical criticism," and the philosopher William Chillingworth. 6 Most importantly for our discussion, we also "know that Hobbes visited Great Tew" and, more than that, that Falkland was "his great friend and admirer."
7 Although its members all held Erasmus in high esteem, it was Grotius who was the "greatest of all influences on the Great Tew group." 8 This was, as Hugh Trevor-Roper writes:
not only an intellectual influence, communicated through books: it was also-since Grotius was their contemporary, and engaged in the same struggle, though in a different theatre-direct, even personal. For Grotius was the Erasmus of the seventeenth century: in him, Erasmus lived again.
9
On the intellectual front, Grotius' popularity among the group was fueled by the publication in English translation of De Veritate in 1632 and Defensio Fidei Catholicae in 1636. The moral philosophy of the Great Tew Circle certainly reflects much of Grotius' thought evident in these works, in particular their emphases on religious tolerance and the reunion of Christendom.
10
Continuing this interest in his theological thought, the second major surge in Grotius' popularity occurred shortly after his death among the surviving members of the Great Tew Circle and, in particular, Henry Hammond. As mentioned in chapter 1, among Grotius' final projects were his Annotations of the Old and New Testament published in installments between 1641 and 1650. As Trevor-Roper writes, the Great Tew Circle all "eagerly read" Grotius' Annotations and they exerted a significant influence on Hammond's The Reasonableness of Christianity and his own biblical annotations published in 1653.
11 At around the same time, a series of publications by Clement Barksdale including "three poems by Grotius, a short life of Grotius, and an account of a religious 'disputation' between himself and a group of local puritan gentry" in which he cited Grotius and Hammond, also helped to elevate Grotius' status.
12 Among those works published by Barksdale was Grotius'
